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Backeground llistory

1. Tho firm was founded in 1886, by Ernssto Breda, primarily for the production
of reilwvay locomotives,

2. I% bagra.n its oxpansion with the nationaligation of the Italian railways, in
1906, Shortly prior to this, the firm, ioipating heavy orders fyom the
Government for locomobives and rolling stock, moved part of its premises from
Milan to Sosto San Glovannia

- 3. At the outbreak of Vorld Tar I, to meet wartine requirements, the Sestc San
Giovanmi works werc converted irto z giamt arsenal for the production of guns,
howitgzers, mortars, and naval torpedoes. A hydroelectric plant wms at the
same . time installed in tho Valle Del Lys, at the foot of Mount Rosa.

4. A naval dockyurd was built in Venice, and construction of airplene engines *
startod up in the firm's factories st Milon, and Secsto San Gicvemnis

5. With tho end of liorld Tar I, and the death of Ing. Breda, the latter's suctece
gsors bocame active supporters and promoters of the Fasclst regime. Toward the
end of 1924, they had succeeded in directing the firm's produstion toward the
manufacture of smll arms, for which purpose two new factories wore oreated
in Rome and at Broscia.

5, During Viorld ‘ar II, the Breda firm limited ite production to the manufacture
of arms and amnm1t10n (naval, military, snd sir), militery tractors, and rail-
viny materiale

7. 1In 1945, as a result of clauses in the Peace Ireaty, coupled with Italy’s ii-
nancial plight, all military production work was susperded.
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8. ‘e Tirm mow preduees chiefiy rallwey rolling stock and equipment . Aire

croft ond nevel sonstristion work hes heen “urned over +o voacetime neads.

iy

Ceobory esgusapmenh hss vema- oed basically the sema nince the war, in the
Lrada fachteriea ab i8na Haa Glovenni, Breaeia, and Rome . as well ex in

vlerta :"“*&!‘s.v..mu Wy tb~ Grode Pirm at Naples, and Vern’we the cutouk
is move bham 70,000 # P, The totel mrber of mochine tools eranads

Seste :_u;m t":.ova.m 1 rar’i'-m"v-

10.  The factory cove®s am uree of more than 2.300.000 souare meters ané aroiors
over 15,000 workevra. ¥t is divided into five sections.

298 oem::um 1. locomwtives. eleotro and meneral mocshsnics. The werkshop:

Lover BN arsa of DB U0 squars moters.

trie train angine parts and atesm diven
7paG. Llectric loocomotives and dins .1
railraod cars tsonil mediwm. and large). Complete hydro-
sravtiio o #lsotrical transformor sebing, Transfar..
mor substabions. Uorverter sets (pruppi convertitivi).
nesed railrond caurs with internsl combustion anginesn. “ia.
ey required for various industries. imeluding cemew
nobion, chemioal products. mines. dists. 1lation, mine.al
rofinery., vaper faotomea stoem boilers for fixed i
Trnions . steal structural work. and roed C OMNTassOrs
e preoduetion dinoludeds: 4-wheel army trailers. mach ne
mun sarriages. and oleodynamic gun turrets for airerafy
machine gunag.

(1} troduction,

L3oomstiver of

feary

&) Kquipnent. 3,000 machine tools; 50 cranaes (from 1 to &0
tong in weight)s & carriage trolleys (eprrelli trasbordsior:
sud 1 insulation test transformer (1 trasfamntora rOVS
igedumovte ), with 600,000 volt tension eavacity. Testin
vitep lor diesel engine brak%es. autogenous elect rmal R -
ane plastic welding equipment. Light ailove and special
Lronge I

St

T

oundey section for thermic trestment of siesl.

o.  Secbion JI. wehicles. Tho workshops cover en srea of 120.000 T quere
motors.

{1} Production. Jeas30inr coachog: diesel railroad caro:
ag: clechrie trems ﬂ'olleg buases: and metel

slectric bt
shructural work | carponterie metalliche

¥

2) Equipment. :ovor-l inlemeteras of railway track; trestis
crenes with i.dine hridges (grue a cavelette m pomte
seorrovole ): 4 oo risre trolleys (earrelli di trasbordo):
forging toour v pronessing metal parte of wehicles:
ww’aolsuer'y arvi woud vork section: machinery for plate mxd
tubing wnrk.. pA3tel ;r:lw'trieal ond antopencus welding shop.
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Saction IIX, forge shops and steol fundries. These cover an
area of 60 square mators.

(1) Production. locomotive wheelr; wheels for tram and
railway ocoachess castings (fo: arms amd machinery);
and bars (longotti), -

{2) m‘. 25 compressed ai: hammers; 7 vertical
presses (400 to 2,000 tons); 6 horisontal presses
(60 %o 200 tons); forging stops (among the largest
of their kind in Europe); mishine tool shop for pro~
cessing of oastings; sandblisting end galvenisntion
plant; and ocompressed air produsiion plent operating
6 compressors. :

Section IV, iron metallurgy. Thii section occupies an aves of
300,000 square msters,

(1) Production. In additien $o 100,000 tons & year of
rooessed stecl, this inclules: reils splice bare
fgmsco) 3 gride (piastre); bearing plates for fixing
rails (pisstrine por fisseigio rotaie); pulley wheels
(guide) for personnel and :reight 1ifts; tire rims for
trucks; and speoial steel: for aircraft.

(2) _Eg%_. 3 Martin Siemiis self-losding furnaces:
TO oloctyrica) furricesy 2 ivduction furnaces H

15 (200 to 2,000 kg) forgy hammers; 15 brideo and
trestle cranes (gr® a pcate e a cavalletto); loading
oranes for furnaces up tc 600 tonss and electro-magnets.

Sectiom V, airorafbt. “his soét'.on occupiet an ersa of 200,000
square meters (50,000 covered i1) with an alrfield of 2,00 by
700 moters.,

(1)  Production. “rototypes of civilian anc touriss aircraft,
Tnoluding th: BZ 308 whicl: hasthe folloving specifications:

a) Wir: spen, 42,100 nstors
(b) Legth, 38,620 mters
(e¢) vieight, 26,000 kg,
(d) Yiximm carrimge weight, 48,000 kg,
{n) Tike-off power, 10,000 H,2,
(r) raxivum speed, 660 lm, per hr,
(2) ‘ruising speed, - 420 km, per hr,
(h) #Haximm operating range,
(avtonomia maseima) . 6,000 km,
(i) Ceiling, 7,400 meors
(j Petrol and oil, 12,800 kg .,

Thre; such aireraft are on order (2 from Holland, end
one from Poland).
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Bru.oia Factory.

il This factory, whioh formerly produced ayms, hes boen comverted to the manu-
facture of agrioultural machinery. Paris are built on the premises or supe
plied by the Sesto San Giovenni factorins, Agricultural mechinery is produced
for the home market as well as for oxpor*t to the Middle East and the Latin

comtries. The factory employy at pregent 1,400 worlkers and is equipped
with a small auxiliary olectriral planmi,

Romo Factory.

12, This factory, which originally was caistructed for arms production switched
over, in 1946, to the manufacture of special textile machinery used in the
procaessing of silk and wool. Parts sve built em the premises or cbtainad
direct from Sesto San Giowumi, The ‘aotory employs about 800 workera,
Output goes to the home mirkot, to vertain Furopean countries, and to Ameries,

Naval Shipyard at Mestre.

13, The dockyard is owned by the Venice Shipyard Company (Cantieri Navali di
Venszia) which is affil'ated to Brede. . It occupies an area of 44,000 square
moters at Mestre, and eaploys 1,500 wortars, Its installations did not suf-
fer any serious war dosage. ~

- %gm_g_t_. Worlshop engineering ejuipmont capable of proossaing

tons of shegs metal per day; calenders (calandre), 11 meters
long with a 35 mn thickness; hydrmlic clamps (glangiatries
idrauliche); iwo presses (300 snd .00 tons); flening machinos
(bordatrici); swivel drills (trap.astrici girevoli); diesel oil
furnaces; 8 longitudinal slips mesuring up to 150 meters; several
transversal slips measuring up to 60 meters; and swivel lover
cranos (grus a bracoio girevols),

be Production, Two 5,000 ton vesselt are being built on order from
Turkey. kipairs to one Iiberty eklp are in process. The dock-
yard can rlso undervake constructiia of metal structural work,
(carpenterie motelliche)s bridges, 'mutments (tottoie); tanks,
hangars, and so forth. o

Raples Féotgz.

14, This was omed by Breda, until 1945, whew it pagsed into the hands of an
affiliate’ concern, Industrie Mecoanichs liwridionali. The Breds firm comtrols
most of the shares, The fasctory, which duiing the wer wa: exclusively concerned
with airgraft production, has suffered sevue damxgo. In 1945, it switched over
to produstion of railwey material and is nci* engaged in oconstructing end repair-
ing railway coaches. o

15, The faclory employs 2,000 workers. It is eq:ipped with a small plent which
Bupplies one-quarter of its electrical emergy raquiremsmix, The remalnder
are mel. from the narmal current, ’
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Ernosto Breda Techmicel and Sciewi:ific Imstitute.

16.

This is located in the Sesto San Giovanni factory and is divided into two
sections:

2, Section I, General testing and inspection of all materisl
rm; and

e Section II. Techniocal and scientific research work.

This Institute is equipped with furnaces for experimemtel smelting work
and thermic treatment with high frequeacy induction furnaces (forni al

indugione ad alta frequenza). It has & special workshop for preparing
tosts,
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